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Meaning of quarantine---a strict isolation imposed to prevent the spread of disease 

In the Bible God often uses the concept of quarantine or isolation for divine purposes 

 

Biblical instances of quarantine  

1. Moses on Mt. Sinai when he received 10 commandments 

2. Elijah fleeing Jezebel on Mt. Horeb  

3. 40-year sojourn of Israelites in wilderness before Promise Land entrance   

4. Elizabeth after she becomes pregnant with John the Baptist.  She is joined by Mary,      mother of Jesus.  

5. John the Baptist who lives in desert  

6. Temptations of Jesus in the wilderness after glorious baptism experience.  

7. 10-day prayer meeting of disciples in upper room.  

8. Paul after conversion (Galatians 1: 13-24 

9. John on Patmos    

10. II Corinthians 6: 14-17 

 

THESIS: 

Biblical quarantines have different time periods and different purposes.  However one underlying concept 

unites all biblical quarantines and that word is Transition.  Whenever God calls an individual, a nation, a 

movement or any corporate entity into quarantine, God is preparing to usher that individual, nation, movement or 

corporate entity into  a new season. 

Even when divine judgment is in a quarantine, the judgment is not simply about punishment or condemnation 

but the birthing of a new era or lifestyle.   Every ending leads to another beginning 

 

Lessons from the 40 Day Quarantine of the Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 4: 1-11; Mark 1: 12-13:  

             Luke 4: 1-13) 

1. Testing---Tempted by Satan to ascertain what we really believe and how committed we are to what we 

claim to believe 

2. Training---Preparation for challenges that awaited him as he followed God’s vision 

3. Tenderness---Care of God for him (Mathew 4: 11)  

4. Transition----Indication that a new age, the Kingdom of God was at hand. 

 

MOSES 

Two seasons of Quarantine:  

1. 40 years (Exodus 2: 11-3: 10)   

     Transition from son and servant of Pharaoh to son and servant of God; from military leader to miracle 

liberator; from soldier to shepherd.   

 

    Transition involves un-doing to re-doing to re-creation.   
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2. 40 Days on Mt. Sinai (Exodus 19: 1-34: 34) 

3. The fact that God initiates Quarantine means that God is not only taking care of us but also God is 

planning our future and transitioning us when we are not aware of it.   

4. Purpose of Moses quarantine was to transition the people he led from a crowd (Exodus 12: 37-38) to a 

covenant people  

5. Covenant is initiated by God and involves commitment and consecration on our part and caregiving and 

control (of our destiny) on God’s part 

6. Quarantine should change our relationship with God 

     New revelation from the word of God 

     New intimacy with God (33: 17-23) 

7. Intimacy does not mean that God will always say Yes to our heartfelt prayers 

8.  Some dimensions of intimacy only come through Christ (Matthew 5: 18;  

      Revelation 4: 1-3) 

9. Challenges to gains from quarantine are found from those whose default mechanism is a false illusion of 

the past (Exodus 32: 1-6) 

10. Challenge to gains from quarantine are found from leadership that follows the crowd rather than the 

covenant 

11. Those who live in the past are living with a death warrant over their heads 

12. Joshua, Moses successor was with Moses.  Quarantine is also about transitioning leadership to the next 

generation.  We must always remember that the next generation is about the conduct, faithfulness, and 

fears of their elders during Quarantine.   What are our children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, etc., 

learning from us as we live through and manage Quarantine?     

     

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


