
 

 

 

 

 

TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS (TCB) REQUIRES VISION: 
DECLARING AND DEFENDING VISION 

NEHEMIAH 1 

 

Definition of Vision: 

 A vision is a mental picture God shows US that is radically different from present reality. 

 

Characteristics of Vision: 

1. A vision is what we see in and with our mind.  We cannot achieve anything we do not 

see.  Many people have no vision because they can only see with their eyes rather than 

imagining or thinking or conceiving with their minds 

2. Visions bless someone else beyond the visionary 

3. Visions are radically different from present reality 

a. Visions are not a repeat of what has been 

b. Visions are not just about making the present better or more tolerable  

c. Visions are the creation of something radically new  

4. Since visions come from God, visions are so great that we can only accomplish them with 

and through God 

 

Why is Prayer So Central to Nehemiah 1? 

 Audacity of Vision 

 God specializes in the Audacious 

 Abraham and Sarah 

 Jacob 

 Joseph 

 Moses 

 Mary of Nazareth 

 The Early Church 

 Saul of Tarsus 

  Greatness of task (What) 

  Nehemiah’s lack of building qualifications 

Nehemiah’s existential dilemma:  How do we declare the vision the very person 

who  

stopped the project?  

 

Declaring the vision is frightening because it moves us from 



 Personal reflection to the public record 

 Personal communion to public commitment 

 Secrecy of closet to stares of the crowd 

 

Basis of fear of declaration 

 Fear of being wrong  

  What if it doesn’t rain? 

 Fear of being embarrassed and implications for credibility 

  David and the temple 

  Are there any candidates for crucifixion? 

 Fear of perceived failure 

  The Lord Jesus 

   His own family 

   The religious establishment 

   The twelve disciples 

   Judas, his only officer 

 

Prayer and Worship as Guidance, Comfort and Strength in Declaration and Defense Nehemiah as 

Paradigm 

 Nehemiah 1:4-11; 2:4-5; 4:4-5; 5:19; 6:9; Worship 8-9; 10:28-39; 12:27-30; 13:30-31 

 

Great Things Happen and Great Visions Become Great Testimonies and Great Realities 

When the Visionaries of God Pray. 

  

 

 


