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The overall crime rate in Atlanta is 108% higher than the national average. For every 100,000 

people, there are 15.65 daily crimes that occur in Atlanta. In Atlanta, you have a 1 in 18 chance of 

becoming a victim of any crime.1  

 

Statistics on the homeless in America are sobering. More than half a million people currently meet 

the definition of homeless in our country, and of those – 7,000 live in Atlanta.2  

Jesus ministered to the poor, excluded, ignored, exploited and those who were in political power. 

He ministered to the sick, demon possessed as well as religious leaders and the wealthy. We all 

need a Savior. 

 We are chosen by God and Commissioned to represent Him.  

The powerful 19th century preacher Charles H. Spurgeon said evangelism “is one beggar telling 

another beggar where to receive bread.” There are several takeaways from this definition. The 

evangelist is no better than the one he or she is seeking to win to Jesus. It speaks of the needs of 

the lost man or woman and the generosity of the evangelist. All people are hungry for the living 

bread or the bread of life, and when we are fed, we are in the business of telling others how to be 

filled. The gospel is meant to be shared.  

 

Luke 10:1-20 (NLT) 

Jesus Sends Out His Disciples 

1. The Lord now chose seventy-two other disciples and sent them ahead in pairs to all the towns 

and places he planned to visit. 2. These were his instructions to them: “The harvest is great, but 

the workers are few. So, pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more 

workers into his fields. 3. Now go, and remember that I am sending you out as lambs among 

wolves. 4. Don’t take any money with you, nor a traveler’s bag, nor an extra pair of sandals. And 

don’t stop to greet anyone on the road. 5. “Whenever you enter someone’s home, first say, ‘May 

God’s peace be on this house.’ 6.  If those who live there are peaceful, the blessing will stand; if 

they are not, the blessing will return to you. 7. Don’t move around from home to home. Stay in one 

place, eating and drinking what they provide. Don’t hesitate to accept hospitality, because those 

who work deserve their pay. 

 God has chosen us. We have been given grace and gifts. 

 We are sent by God. We must support one another.  

 We must pray for favor and help. 

 We must trust God to supply our needs. It’s hard to witness when you are worried. 

 

 

                                                           
1 Areavibes.com 
2 Atlantamission.org 
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When one is so full of joy about Jesus, the Good News cannot help but exude into life. Psalm 16:11 

speaks to this. It is like a bucket filled with water and running over. It is spontaneous and natural 

rather than forced. We read in I Thessalonians 1:5 that, “our Gospel did not come to you in word 

only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction.” 

 When we abide in the vine, God will produce fruit on the branch. 

8. “If you enter a town and it welcomes you, eat whatever is set before you. 9. Heal the sick, and 

tell them, ‘The Kingdom of God is near you now.’ 10. But if a town refuses to welcome you, go out 

into its streets and say, 11. ‘We wipe even the dust of your town from our feet to show that we have 

abandoned you to your fate. And know this—the Kingdom of God is near!’ 12. I assure you; even 

wicked Sodom will be better off than such a town on judgment day. 13. “What sorrow awaits you, 

Korazin and Bethsaida! For if the miracles I did in you had been done in wicked Tyre and Sidon, 

their people would have repented of their sins long ago, clothing themselves in burlap and 

throwing ashes on their heads to show their remorse. 14. Yes, Tyre and Sidon will be better off on 

judgment day than you. 15. And you people of Capernaum, will you be honored in heaven? No, 

you will go down to the place of the dead.” 

 

Following Jesus means denying ourselves and allowing Christ to work in both blessings and trials. 

We must be able to endure suffering and persecution, just as Jesus did. We are not exempt from 

either. However, God’s grace is sufficient, and His mercy endures forever. The Lord will be with 

us and He will give us strength.    

 

16. Then he said to the disciples, “Anyone who accepts your message is also accepting me. And 

anyone who rejects you is rejecting me. And anyone who rejects me is rejecting God, who sent 

me.” 17. When the seventy-two disciples returned, they joyfully reported to him, “Lord, even the 

demons obey us when we use your name!” 18. “Yes,” he told them, “I saw Satan fall from heaven 

like lightning! 19. Look, I have given you authority over all the power of the enemy and you can 

walk among snakes and scorpions and crush them. Nothing will injure you. 20. But don’t rejoice 

because evil spirits obey you; rejoice because your names are registered in heaven.” 

 

“Jesus himself did not try to convert the two thieves on the cross; he waited until one of them 

turned to him.” Dietrich Bonhoeffer, (Letters and Paper from prison).  

 

John 15:16 (NLT) states: “You didn’t choose me. I chose you. I appointed you to go and produce 

lasting fruit, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask for, using my name.” Therefore, It 

is not an issue for debate or discussion, leading others to become disciples of Jesus is a necessary 

part of evangelism, but not the complete task of evangelism. The complete task of evangelism 

encompasses helping those who are disciples of Jesus to become fruit-bearing disciples of Christ.  

According to Eugene Peterson, “Christian discipleship is a decision to walk in His ways, steadily 

and firmly, and then finding that the way integrates all our interests, passions, and gifts, our human 

needs and eternal aspirations. It is the way of life we are created for.” 


