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Psalm 132 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

The Eternal Dwelling of God in Zion 

A Song of Ascents. 

1 
O LORD, remember in David’s favor 

    all the hardships he endured; 
2 

how he swore to the LORD 

    and vowed to the Mighty One of Jacob, 
3 

“I will not enter my house 

    or get into my bed; 
4 

I will not give sleep to my eyes 

    or slumber to my eyelids, 
5 

until I find a place for the LORD, 

    a dwelling place for the Mighty One of Jacob.” 

6 
We heard of it in Ephrathah; 

    we found it in the fields of Jaar. 
7 

“Let us go to his dwelling place; 

    let us worship at his footstool.” 

8 
Rise up, O LORD, and go to your resting place, 

    you and the ark of your might. 
9 

Let your priests be clothed with righteousness, 

    and let your faithful shout for joy. 
10 

For your servant David’s sake 

    do not turn away the face of your anointed one. 



11 
The LORD swore to David a sure oath 

    from which he will not turn back: 

“One of the sons of your body 

    I will set on your throne. 
12 

If your sons keep my covenant 

    and my decrees that I shall teach them, 

their sons also, forevermore, 

    shall sit on your throne.” 

13 
For the LORD has chosen Zion; 

    he has desired it for his habitation: 
14 

“This is my resting place forever; 

    here I will reside, for I have desired it. 
15 

I will abundantly bless its provisions; 

    I will satisfy its poor with bread. 
16 

Its priests I will clothe with salvation, 

    and its faithful will shout for joy. 
17 

There I will cause a horn to sprout up for David; 

    I have prepared a lamp for my anointed one. 
18 

His enemies I will clothe with disgrace, 

    but on him, his crown will gleam.” 

New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of 

the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 
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I. Introduction 

A. The Psalter is used in prayer, songs, liturgies and poetry. 

B. Here we find images of God which shape our beliefs and practices. They often 

dictate our norms and priorities. 

C. We benefit richly when we attend closely to the text of the Psalter to notice that 

the text is saying something, and the text-maker is doing something. 

D. Psalm 132 recalls a community to its identity as a chosen people committed 

to God, the mighty justice-bearing king who is forever present. 

II. Structure 

A. A Song of Ascents lends itself to poetic devices such as parallels, suggestive 

imagery, paronomasia, repetition and variation. Psalm 132 is divided into two 

parts, two oaths and demonstrates different temporal relationships. 

1. Verses 1-10. This oath by David concerns a dwelling place that belongs to 

Yahweh. Concerned with the foundation of a  dwelling place for Yahweh. 

Yahweh is called to remember and expected to act based on the covenant 

relationship not just to David but his descendants (which includes us). 

2. Verses 11-18. In v. 11b - Petitioning Yahweh to remember entails recalling 

one’s own identity evoking an act of faithfulness to the covenant relationship. 

In v.12, the Israelites are called to remember the conditions of that oath to 

David and his successors. 

3. Temporal relationship: vv. 1-10 is depicted as taking place in the past. Vv. 11-

18 appears to already have been done but not completely fulfilled.  

4. The rhetoric of recalling a community is further developed in the use of the 

first-person plural. Psalm dose not begin with a king speaking, but with the 

people calling on the Lord (repeated six times throughout) to remember David 

and his desire to find a dwelling place for the Mighty One of Jacob. The we in 

v.6 continues the “I “in vv. 3-5 for the people associate themselves with the 

actions and plight of David. In essence,  vv. 2-5 spoke of David making an 

oath at the beginning of the search, and vv. 6-7 jump forward to describe the 

process by which the people implement the oath. In vv. 8-9, the “we” recalls 

the words the people uttered; thus, supporting the rhetoric of “recalling” a 

community. 

B. The Eternal Dwelling Place/Royal Psalm - Sitz im Buch, its position and 

function within the Book of Psalms 

1. Royal Psalms are strategically placed in the Psalter conjoining divine and 

human rule 

2. Royal Psalms celebrate Yahweh’s sovereignty and lordship 

3. Royal Psalms describe the earthly king as a steward of Yahweh ( v.1 ) 

4. Divine sponsorship of the king : Compare Israelites to Ancient Near East 

(ANE) looking at divine origin and responsibilities. For ANE, kings 

communed with Gods. For Israelites, no divine origin; they requested kingship 

and Yahweh granted it grudgingly (1 Samuel 8). For both, the king is 

responsible for justice (misphat) and righteousness (tsedaqah) particularly 

that expressed in relation to the vulnerable and the needy of society.  

5. Yahweh the justice bearing king vv. 15, 18 

C. Words and Imagery 



1. Horn (vv. 17, 18 )– bony processes of bulls and other animals. Associated 

with  strength (Psalm 132:17), image for a king (Psalm 89:17) , “horn of 

salvation” is collocated with the mention of God’s strength (2 Samuel 22:3 

and Psalm 18:2); In v. 18, we note that all the nations of the earth will be 

defeated and forced under subjugation of Yahweh and the divinely appointed 

King David. 

2. Footstool (v.7) –  it is used 31 times in the Psalter, yet it is used in 

conjunction with worship only twice (Psalm 132:7 and Psalm 99:55). Note its 

use in another Royal Psalm 110, refers to the practice of victorious kings 

placing their feet on the backs of enemies. The other occurrences refer to the 

feet of men.  The people of Psalm 132 are committed through worship to a 

mighty king. 

3. Habitation (v.5 and 13 in KJV) . v. 5 NRSV reads “dwelling place” rather 

than habitation. The search for a dwelling place intensifies as the psalm moves 

forward from v. 6 – v. 13 - produced by a mentality conditioned by the 

temple. The people had to learn that  Yahweh’s presence is always with them 

no matter the circumstances. We see Yahweh’s presence in different realms 

and situations throughout the Psalms. In this Psalm, Yahweh chooses Zion 

(v.13)  [Relation to the imagery of the Ark of the Covenant, (v.6) the 

foundation of the dwelling place of Yahweh.]  

4. Imagery of the lamp (vv. 17b-18) is significant in understanding the 

foundation of the Davidic covenant.  perpetuity, the promise and the picture of 

a radiant crown 

III. The Message 

A. The covenantal relationship in v. 11 presupposes the Davidic covenant as 

described in 2 Samuel 7:14 “I will be the father to hi and he shall be son to me” , 

(as does another Royal Psalm , Psalm 89: 3-4; 28-37) 

B. In contrast to Psalm 89, the Davidic covenant in Psalm 132 is now conditional as 

noted in v. 12. The dynasty rests on the covenant fidelity and faithful practice and 

celebration of the commandments by David’s successors. 

C. The past and the future are intertwined (vv. 13-18). The people ask that their 

future be secured based on the past, and, Yahweh makes promises about the 

future that build on the past. 

D. David’s descendants will sit on the throne forever. Yahweh will stay in Zion 

forever 

E. Yahweh’s blessings/promises to Israel include providing for the needy, clothing 

the priest with salvation and the shouting of pious ones for joy, giving the sons of 

David authority in the world, clothing his enemies with disgrace 

F. Blessings are linked to grace which flows through Zion (vv. 15-16) 

G. Expanded view of Zion- Zion is more than a city, more than a temple, more than 

an edifice, more than a cultic place. It is an illustration for the works of God by 

which human beings are blessed. Zion is a place where Yahweh’s presence is 

known and experienced by the whole community of brothers and tribesman, poor, 

priests and the pious ones alike.  This expanded view directs the exilic community 

to reclaim its identity as a chosen people dedicated to a God who demands justice 

for all. 



IV. Life Application: Have No Fear, God is here! 

A. The disorder and chaos we face may cause us to be displaced or banished. It may 

cause us to live in fear. Yet, we know fear is not of God. In this season, Pastor  

Watley has called us together in order that we might destroy every stronghold and 

demolish every yoke including those that wear the face and speak the language of 

fear. We can’t do this unless we embrace the image of God as depicted here in 

Psalm 132. If our ancestors embraced God as the mighty justice -bearing king 

who is forever present despite the circumstances, so can we! We must trust God at 

all times and in all places. We must have FAITH – “Facing All I Trust HIM”! We 

must change what we see and what we seek!  

B. Though the world does not embrace the Kingship of God, the church must 

recognize and embrace His rightful authority. We must recognize that Jesus will 

destroy every ruler, authority and power as described in 1 Corinthians 15: 24-28. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:24-28 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
24 

Then comes the end,
[a]

 when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after he has 

destroyed every ruler and every authority and power. 
25 

For he must reign until he has put all his 

enemies under his feet. 
26 

The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 
27 

For “God
[b]

 has put all 

things in subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “All things are put in subjection,” it is 

plain that this does not include the one who put all things in subjection under him. 
28 

When all 

things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to the one who put all 

things in subjection under him, so that God may be all in all. 

 

C. All things shall be placed “under his (Jesus’) feet.” As a result, the world becomes 

our footstool, the place to worship God in our giving of time, talent and treasure.  

And, our attire for the journey shall be that of righteousness, power, love and a 

sound mind that results in the salvation of others. God did not give us a spirit of 

fear. We are more than conquerors through Christ Jesus!  We shall have no fear 

for God is here!!! 
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